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PREVENTION AND SAFETY OVERVIEW

Fram the candy dish on the coffes table to the foxgloves in the
flowerpot, the average home contains numerous safety hazards

far dogs and puppies. But protecting your poach isn't as difficult

ust takes a little

as you might think—i rt up front. Luckily for
your dog, you're up to the task, or you wouldn't be holding this
baook! This chapter will teach you how to lay the groundwork for
overall safety: learning the basics of prevention and prepared-
ness, and setting yourselt up for a successful outcome if you are

ever faced with an emergency.
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Preparing Your Emergency
Information

Imagine you've just come home to find your trash
knocked over, vemit on the kitchen floor, and your dog
listless and unable to stand. Who will you call for help?
Depending on the time, day, and type of emergency,
the answer might not always be the same. Many regu-
lar veterinary clinics don't keep emergency hours, and
designated emergency clinics ase often open anly on
nights and weekends. Assembling the right informa-
tion now—before an emergency—is a critical step in
getting your dog fast treatment.

STEP 1: WRITE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION
OM INDEX CARDS:

Your Regular Veterinarian
Name

Phane number
Address/Directions

Hours of Operation

Drive time in moderate traffic
Emergency Clinic

MName

Phone number
Address/Directions

Hours of Operation

Drive time in moderate traffic

Microchip or Tattoo Information
Registering company

Phone number

Your dog’s ID number

24-Hour Animal Poison Control Center Hotline
For poison-related emergencies, call the ASPCA
Animal Poison Control Center hotline. Vieterinary
toxicologists are available 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year, and can quickly assess the seriousness of the
situation based on your deg’s weight, age, and type

and amount of poison ingested. They'll guide you
through the steps to take immediately. such as how
to induce vomiting, and even call your vet’s office

or emergency clinic to advise the staff prior to your
arrival, After they've helped you, they will ask for a
credit card numier for a reasonable consultation fee.
In North America: ASPCAS 24-hour Animal Poisan
Control Center 888 426.4435 (Long distance charges
may apply if calling outside of North America)

In the United Kingdom: Vetfone 24-Hour Helpline:
09065 00 55 00

This helpline is staffed 24/7 by qualified veterinary
nurses with access to a pet poison database. A norminal
perminute charge applies. Inquire about the fee when
you call

DOutside North America/United Kingdom: Ask your
veterinarian for the best number to call in a paison
emergency.

STEP 2: POST THE ABOVE INFORMATION,

Post an index card near your main home telephone.
Keop an additional copy in your wallet or purse. Enter
all information into your cell phone and/or PDA. (Con-
sider transcribing the information on the inside cover
of this book.)

STEP 3: BOOKMARK THE EMERGENCY FIRST
AID SECTION OF THIS BOOK

Flace a bookmark or otherwise mark the beginning of
the Emargency First Aid chapter (page 118 for quick
reference.

STEP 4: KEEP THIS BOOK WITH YOUR DOG'S
SUPPLIES—NOT HIDDEN ON THE BOOKSHELF!

If this bock is tucked away on a bookshelf, it might not be
easily accessed in an emergency. Pick a spot, such as with
the dog’s first-aid kit (see page 12), and keep it there.
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THE GARAGE, BACKYARD, AND BEYOND:
KEEPING SAFE IN THE GREAT CUTDOORS

Dogs love venturing outdeors, and for good reason—there’s no

better place to stretch those legs, smell the ro

ncd other less-
than-rosy smelling things), and enjoy a satisfying romg with their
tavorite people and playmates. A dog’s curiosity is heightened

by the ever-changina sights and smells outside—even in thair

own backyard, where harmiul garden products, chemicals, toxic
plants, and other hazards are sometimes found, This chapter will

show you how to create a3 safe bac

ard haven for yeur dog or

puppy, deal with seasanal safety issues, and avoid some com

e travel and adventure.

maon accidents that happen duning cani

Backyard Safety: Plants, Poisons,
Poals, and More
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Fractures and Limb Injuries

Fractures and other limb injuries are not life threaten-
ing in and of thamselves—howaver, the pain, trauma,
and blood loss that often result can quickly cause a
dog to go inta shock or respiratory distress, which is an
emergency, Since many fractures are caused by falls or
car accidents, there could also be internal injuries pres-
ent. For these reasons, any fracture should be treated
as a serious injury requiring fast veterinary treatment

If o dog has fractured his

back or pelvis, follow the

instructions for fransporting
a critically injured dog on
page 129.

» Check for signs of shock or respiratery distress.
Watch the dog closely as you proceed to treat
the fracture {see Rescue Breathing and CPR, page
122, and Shezk, page 147) and take immediate
action if necessary. If there are na signs of these,
move on to the next step.

* Keep the dog quiet and calm, and muzzle/restrain
him if possible. Fractures are extrematy painful,
which can cause even the gentlest dog to bita.

* If the bone is protruding outside the skin, don't
move it. Leave the bane in the position you
found it

= Wash the area of exposed bone with saline (such
as contact lens sobution, or 1 teaspoon (6 g) salt
added to a quart |36 mi] of warm water) and
cover with a sterile, nonstick pad, dressing, or
clean clath. Secure the dressing with tape a few
inches (7.5 cm) bayond the expesed bone, taking
care not to disturb the bone or wap the dressing
toa tightly. Exposed bone is highly prone to infec-
tion, 50 be sure to keep the dressing clean
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+ Determine whather or not to splint. if you are less
than thirty minutes from the vet, forgo making a
splint unless you're unable to keep the dog still
and you think he'll further injure himseli. A pat car-
rier of kannel can help immobilize the dog as you
drive, If you're unable keep the dog still and feel a
splint s necessary, go to the next step.

+ Splint the limb in the pesition you found it. Beain
by wrapping the injured limb comfortably in a
soft towe! or cloth. Next, find something rigid (a
rolled-up magazine, newspaper, or sticks fora
large dog; pens, poncils, or tongue deprassors for
a small deg) and place it around or on either side
of the imb to provide stability, Secure the splint at
muttiple sites above and balow the fracture with
tape, cloth strips, plastic wrap, or panty hose, Be
caroful not to disturb the position of the injured
limb. Do not wrap the splint too tightly—you
should be able to slip a finger between the imb
and the material you've tied it with,

= Got immediate vaterinary treatmant,

Making a splint can be
challenging, and doing it
wrong can cause more harm
than good. Do not splint

the limb if you don't have the
tools to do it correctly.

Splinting Injured Limbs

Make sure the spinting materisl raches all
thio way up the leg. A olled-up newspaper

o magaine works well, since it can be easlly
wranped around the imd and ted with cloth
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